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DENVER POLICE MUSEUM BOARD
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LETTER FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE
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INTERNATIONAL POLICE CHIEF CONFERENCE

Continued on next page.
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TRAILBLAZERS

Black History Month

CONFERENCE (CONT.)
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TRAILBLAZERS (CONT.)

Women’s History Month

Hispanic Heritage Month National Forensic Science Week
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HONORING FALLEN DENVER POLICE OFFICERS 
James Shannon • 

Donald Lee DeBruno • 

Andrew Duarte • 
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NATIONAL POLICE WEEK May 11-17 2025

LEGACY PROJECT 2025

MEMORIAL CEREMONIES

Formal Memorial Ceremony
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POLICE WEEK RIDE

RECOGNIZING DENVER CRIME LAB 
FOUNDER JOSEPH MOOMAW

MUSEUM TOURS
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MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS

Denver Police 
Museum Youth 
Coordinator and 
Board Treasurer 
April Overman 
is Recognized by 
Denver Channel 7 
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

• Exploration:

• Connection:

• Education:

Programs 

Participation and Attendance

Program Goals

Community Partners and 
Acknowledgements
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FINANCIAL  
SNAPSHOT
Financials for 2025

$506,641
$250,058
$13,000
$178,950
$116,535
$53,985
$8,430

THOSE WE LOST IN 2025

Alfred F. Allison 55001

John Ashcraft 06109

Laurence “Larry” Britton 56025

Cody Davidson 04013

Donald Anthony DeNovelis 62011

Rafael Gonzalez 04078

Ralph Gonzalez 69029

Armedia Gordon 73128

Dixie A. Grimes 77028

Thomas P. Haney Jr. 68073

Marsha A. Kiddoo 69113

Harold N. Lewis 68096

Don E. Lindley 72006

Robert D. Lindner 69070

Gerald “Jerry” Martinez 74049

Ronald “Ron” Mayoral 73036

Alan F. (Al) Miller 73113

Dennis W. Moon 73119

Michael J. O’Brien 83041

Gary Osborne 70140

Ronald C. Owens 73108

Joe F. Pacheco 73111

Monte Patterson 69085

James R. Pugh 66020

Kenneth L. Satterlee 70192

William L. Schlitter 69074

Robert (Bobby) Schneider 77021

Gene Shaw 70076

Martin “Marty” Smith 91016

Stephen H. Snyder 58018

David Ronald Staebell 68083

Thomas L. Tedesco 69076

Antonio “Tony” Ventura 75016

Martin Vigil 86012

Phillip R. Villalovos 57001

Elizabeth West 16056

dpra.info/fallen-2025.html
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Executive Committee
Michael Hesse, President 

Linda Remley, Recording Secretary 
April Overman, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Sgt. Dean Christopherson 
Rosie Siemer 
Ralph Barocas 
Ex Officio: Chris Hoag

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
2025 marked the most productive year in the Denver Police 
Museum’s history since its founding in 2008. A series of successful 
events brought unprecedented positive media attention and 
community recognition. Our youth programs continue to make a 
significant impact with our young citizens teaching them about 
the importance of public safety in our community!

We are grateful for our volunteers, Museum members, active 
and retired officers and financial supporters who grant us the 
opportunity to share Denver Police history. We extend our 
thanks to the many officers, 911 staff, District Attorney staff, 
and Crime Lab employees that help the Museum successfully 
implement these programs. We also want to recognize the 
nearly 900 active officers who support the Museum through 
payroll deductions, as well as the many retired officers who 
purchase annual memberships. Their ongoing commitment 
truly drives the Museum’s success.

We’re excited to build on this momentum and make 2026 
another standout year. We hope to make significant progress 
in our efforts to build a permanent home for the Museum 
across from the newly renovated Denver Stock Show. We are 
grateful to Lance Nading, son of fallen Denver Police Officer 
Merle Nading, and Leo Branstetter, the former owner of the 
property, for their unwavering support for our project.

Sincerely, 
DENVER POLICE MUSEUM BOARD

BUILDING OUR COLLECTION AND 
RESEARCHING OUR HISTORY
Retired Sgt. Dean Christopherson assists the Museum with 
inquiries through the website for information from families, 
researchers, and collectors, and even the DPD, regarding 
ancestors, badges, or dating historic 
photos related to the department. 
Christopherson also monitors many 
websites, auction houses and other 
sources for historical DPD items that may 
show up for sale. Here is an example of 
some of that research.

This past year he was alerted to a high 
level online auction where several 
antique Denver Police badges were 
listed from a private collection. There 
were several that were rare and very 
valuable both monetarily and historically. 
However, there was what he recognized 
immediately as probably belonging to 
Sadie Likens, the first “sworn” female 
member of the DPD in the 1880s, a gold 
Denver Police Matron badge. As the 
auction progressed and the prices rose, he 
knew he had to get it, if not any of the other 
badges in the auction, crossing his fingers 
that no one else knew what it was. All the 
badges sold at premium prices, and he had 
the high bid winning the auction (roughly a 
pension paycheck!). He got it, but now how 
to prove it! Here is a synopsis of several 
weeks of follow up research. 

Christopherson first verified that Denver Novelty Works—the 
hallmark company—was active during Ms. Likens’ years of 

service. He then searched online records, newspapers, and 
other documents for any link between her and a gold badge. 
Available photos of Ms. Likens wearing the badge were too 

low‑resolution to confirm its details. 
A deeper search uncovered references 
to her original career scrapbooks, but 
those images were also insufficient for 
verification.

During this process, Christopherson 
located newly scanned images from 
Detective Sam Howe’s scrapbooks at 
History Colorado, including a full‑sized 
cabinet card of Ms. Likens. A request for a 
high‑resolution scan was submitted, and 
the image was sent to Christopherson.

A side‑by‑side comparison of the 
actual badge with the enlarged cabinet 
card image provided definitive proof: 
the irregular stamped lettering, fine 
engraving, and the distinctive pin 

extending below the badge all matched. 
The badge is unquestionably the gold 
badge presented to Ms. Likens.

Dating historical photos and objects is 
often painstaking, relying on uniform styles, 
badge periods, and background clues. Even 
with badge numbers, the best outcome 
is often a range of years, since badges 
were reissued annually. But occasionally, 
Christopherson uncovers enough detail 

to identify an officer or illuminate a family’s history. Those 
moments make the work deeply rewarding.

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE DENVER POLICE 
RETIREE ASSOCIATION
The Museum is extremely honored to have a strong positive 
relationship with the Denver Police Retiree Association. We 
have successfully cohosted a number of events in recent 
years highlighting the outstanding careers of many of our 
retirees. We greatly appreciate the board of directors led by 
President John Schnittgrund and their willingness to include 

us in their many activities. One of our ongoing programs 
is the presentation of Denver Flags flown over City Hall to 
honor recently deceased officers. The flag program has 
provided both the Museum and DPRA the opportunity to 
acknowledge the important service and sacrifice of officers 
and their families.
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LOOKING AHEAD COLORADO 
ROCKIES 
PARTNERSHIP

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNITED FLIGHT 629

Continued on next page.



years from our Ancestry expert Jeff Burke, 

UNITED FLIGHT 629 (CONT.)



THANK YOU!
THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS, 
SUPPORTERS, DONORS & VOLUNTEERS
When we originally began the effort to develop a Denver 
Police Museum, we probably didn’t recognize the amount 
of work that lay ahead. We saw the successful efforts to 
build a Denver Fire Museum and thought that we could 
effectively replicate that effort. We did not realize the 
political head winds that law enforcement would face in 
the coming years. These challenges have actually made 
it more important than ever that a vibrant Museum 

exists in our community. We must provide a true and 
honest historical education about the important role 
that the Denver Police Department has played in the 
development of our community. We are committed to 
continuing our work to develop an innovative, national 
model of a community focused law enforcement Museum. 
Thank you to everyone who has helped and continues to 
help us as we move forward in this noble goal.

From the Board
Your contribution directly supports the Museum’s educational programs, community outreach exhibits, and the ongoing 
preservation of our historical collections.

future of Denver and beyond. The Museum is dedicated to actively creating community conversations where citizens can 
hear, see, feel, participate,understand, and appreciate the value of police in our lives. 

We want to again thank the many volunteers that allow the Museum to continue to offer these important programs and 
we look forward to welcoming you at one or more of our programs in 2026. Be on the lookout for additional details for 
upcoming events and opportunities via our monthly eNews. On behalf of the Denver Police Museum board of directors 
and our dedicated volunteers, we thank you for your continued support.

Respectfully,

Michael Hesse
President



JOIN THE DENVER POLICE MUSEUM!
Become a member of the Denver Police Museum and join a community of law 
enforcement supporters who believe in preserving the legacy of those who 
Protect and Serve, creating opportunities for community understanding and 
engagement, and inspiring the next generation of law enforcement professionals.  

As a proud member of the Denver Police Museum, you will receive a 
limited-edition 2026 challenge coin recognizing the 250th anniversary 
of America’s foundation and 150th anniversary of Colorado’s admittance 
as the 38th state in the Union.

wear on their uniforms celebrating Colorado’s 100th anniversary in 1976, 

As we look forward to the hope and promise of 2026, we hope you will 
consider continuing or becoming a member of the Denver Police Museum. 
Your tax-deductible gift ensures our continued success and your support 
allows future generations to better appreciate the real stories of our law 

We invite you to join us in our mission to help create safer, stronger, and 
more vibrant communities in Denver and beyond!

  GOLD MEMBERSHIP $100
• A collectible Denver Police Museum Challenge Coin
• Annually printed Museum newsletter
• Membership card
•

  SILVER MEMBERSHIP $50
• A collectible Denver Police Museum Challenge Coin
• Membership card
•


