
The past month has been a whirlwind for the Denver Police Museum with many
youth programs, important conferences, police week proclamations and

memorial activities. The Spring always provides a number of vital opportunities
to advance the message of the critical role law enforcement provides to our

community and to acknowledge the many figures who have played an important
role in developing the history of the Denver Police Department in the last one

hundred and sixty-seven years!

Denver Police Week 2026

Denver Police Week was highlighted with the lighting of the Denver City and
County Building. We greatly appreciate the Denver Arts & Venues agency for
approving our request again this year. The lighting of City Hall is designed to
honor and remember the 78 fallen Denver Police Officers and the nearly 8,000
men and women who have taken an oath to protect and serve the citizens of
the City and County of Denver.

Wreath Laying Ceremonies

The Museum organized wreath laying ceremonies at the five major Denver
cemeteries this year. They include Fort Logan National Cemetery, Mount Olivet
Catholic Cemetery, Olinger Crown Hill Cemetery, Riverside Historic Cemetery
and Fairmount Cemetery. 67 of our 78 fallen officers are buried in these
locations.

We want to thank the many volunteers who worked diligently to ensure these
events were well organized and meaningful. A special thank you to the following
individuals:

Crown Hill: Holly Kaye (Captain), Diane Degenhart, Sharon Baker and Retired
Sgt Chris Hoag organized the wreath laying ceremonies. Members of the Merle
Nading, Donald DeBruno, and James Wier families joined volunteers for these
ceremonies. Students studying criminal justice from Warren Tech and an honor
guard from Abraham Lincoln High school presented the colors. We were
honored to have Kristine Husby and her daughter (Regent, Doctor Susan
Anderson Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution), Lt.
Eric Denkey from District 6 represented DPD Leadership and VIPS volunteers.
 
Riverside: Bill Nagle (Captain) and April Overman organized the wreath
ceremonies. Most of our fallen officers are in this cemetery. The Foothills Young
Marines presented the colors at the cemetery and read the various narratives
associated with the officers in this cemetery. Special thanks to Chief Ron
Thomas for joining us at this location. Sandy Johansen (past chapter Regent,
Denver Chapter) represented the Daughters of the American Revolution.

Fairmount:  Michael Martinez (Captain), Barb Cisneros and Ralph Barocas
organized the wreath ceremonies. Retired DPD Sgt. Carla Havard
representated the Celena Hollis family, and members of the Benner family
attended the ceremonies. Students from East High School presented the colors
and Commander Joel Bell from District 3 represented DPD leadership.
 
Fort Logan:  Linda Remley (Captain) organized the wreath laying ceremonies
for Paul Major, Donnie Young and Dale Coski. The color guard comprised of all
young women was from John F. Kennedy High School. Members of the Major
Family attended. Marsha Soria (Regent) and Pam Schaefer (Chapter Chair
Veteran of Mount Rosa Chapter Littleton) for Daughters of the American
Revolution along with Commander Brad Qualley of District 4 represented DPD
leadership.
 
Mount Olivet:  Mike Hesse (Captain) and Renee Lang organized the wreath
laying ceremonies. Mt. Olivet has the largest group of fallen Denver Officers
(21). Family members from Shannon, Walsh, Potestio and Bohanna all
attended the wreath laying ceremonies. This was the first-time members of
Captain Bohanna’s family attended police week activities. Thanks to the work of
Denver Police Ancestry volunteer Jeff Burke, we found Captain Bohanna’s
descendants here in Denver. He was killed in the first mass shooting in Denver
history in 1905. Local scouts from Wheat Ridge read the various narratives
associated with the officers in this cemetery. DPD leadership was represented
by Lt. Kevin Hines from Denver Police District 5. We also were joined by Mary
McGhee (Regent, Mountain Rendezvous Chapter, Evergreen) of the Daughters
of the American Revolution.

Leetsdale COP Shop Volunteers

A special thank you to Susan Vasalle and the volunteers from the Leetsdale
Cop shop for their many hours of work producing the beautiful wreaths the
Museum placed on the graves of our fallen officers. Their hard work brought an
important element of class and grace to each wreath ceremony and we want to
share our appreciation.

Honoring the Memory of Detective Cody Davison

Council President Amanda Sandoval sponsored a proclamation acknowledging
the service of the late Denver Police Detective Cody Davison. The proclamation
was read at the 5:30 pm session of city council on May 11, 2026 and was
accepted by his wife Melanie and Denver Police Chief Ron Thomas.

Unveiling a Memorial Plaque

On Wednesday, May 13 the Museum organized the unveiling of a memorial
plaque honoring Detective Davison’s service to Denver Police District 1. The
ceremony was attended by members of Cody’s family including his wife
Melanie, mother Susan and his brother Brandon Davison-Tracy. Both of his
sons Traeger and Brody who serve as Parker Police Officers were also in
attendance. Officers from throughout the city came to the event. Commander
Steve Addison represented DPD leadership. The plaque will be placed in
District 1 once it is framed and a replica badge arrives. The Museum presented
Cody’s family with a 250/150 Commemorative Badge honoring his service.
Detective Davison passed due to illness in September 2025.

Honoring our Fallen Denver Police Officers

Thanks to the generous support of Affidian Credit Union and Denver Police
Foundation Board Member Chaun Powell, the Denver Police Museum was able
to host a special dinner honoring our fallen Denver Police Officers. Eleven
families were represented at the dinner in addition to members of the O’Hayre
family who were recognized as the 2026 legacy family for their over 200 years
of law enforcement service to the citizens of Denver. Denver District Attorney
John Walsh served as the Master of Ceremonies, and both former Denver
Police Chief Jim Collier and current Denver Police Chief Ron Thomas gave
heartfelt remarks at the beginning of the dinner.
 
We want to thank Denver Police District 1 Commander Aaron Rebeterano.
During his personal time, he took the photos of our fallen officers and applied
an artificial intelligence program that significantly brightened the pictures and
gave them life-like quality. The Museum took those photos and printed them on
a paper that gave the sense that the pictures were individually painted. Each
family received these photos along with a 250/150 commemorative badge to
honor and recognize the sacrifice of their loved one.
 
During the dinner special presentations were made to recognize Affidian Credit
Union President Christine Wiley, for her 40 years of helping Denver Officers
with financial advice and assistance at the Credit Union and Former Narcotic
Vice Detective Stan Baker for his many years of service to DPD and his strong
support for the Denver Police Museum.

Fallen Officer Family Reception
Chief’s Conference Room 

Day of the Memorial

Chief Ron Thomas again graciously granted the Museum use of his conference
room for the Fallen Officer Family Reception this year prior to the actual
memorial. Over 45 family members attended the reception and later the actual
memorial ceremony in the plaza. A special thank you to the following active
officers who agreed to serve as a fallen family advocate during the memorial
activities: Officer Siena Vessa, Lt. Chris Jones, Detective Mark Crider, Sgt
Kimberly Trudel, Lt. Abel Salas, Detective Daniel Andrews, Corporal Sadie
Leger, Detective Francisco Olazaba, Sgt. Rueban Garduno, Lt. Eranda
Piyasena, Sgt. Adam Rives and Sgt. Carlos Castillo. We greatly appreciate
Technician Teresa Gillian for organizing this important effort.

37th Annual Fallen Officer Ceremony
Thursday, May 14, 2026

This year, the Denver Police Department along with the Blue Hat Foundation,
the Denver Police Foundation and the Denver Police Museum organized the
Fallen Officer Ceremony. This ceremony was the brain child of former Denver
Police Chief Jim Collier and serves as the focus of police week activities. 

Lt. Laura Franklin did a wonderful job organizing the ceremony and related
activities. In addition to Lt. Franklin the following officers played a critical role in
this year’s ceremony. Lt. Emily Bastien served as the moderator. Sgt. Jared
Lippert did the call to attention the morning of the ceremony and members of
the Denver Honor Guard including Officer Brett Willcockson, Officer Yisel Justo-
Santiago, Detective Marika Lawrenson, Sgt. Chris Bales and Detective Kim
Blanchard. Officer Donald David, Detective Denise Gomez, Detective Shea
Yates and Detective Josh Harvey did a terrific job as usual. The national
anthem was brilliantly sung by Sgt Ryan Bloodworth and Sgt Kim Trudel.  

Denver Mayor Michael Johnston, Executive Director Al Gardner, Denver District
Attorney John Walsh and Chief Ron Thomas all gave reflections and
acknowledgements about the importance of Police Week and remembering our
fallen heroes. 

The ceremony concluded with the roll call of our fallen heroes by Technicians
Todd James and Candice Cosgrove. We also had the Honor Bell Foundation
join us again this year with the tolling of the bell, the Aphrodite Doves releasing
the doves and the Metro SWAT doing a 21-gun salute which added a degree of
somber elegance to the memorial events.

Memorial Luncheon
Denver Crime Lab

The concluding event for Police Week 2026 was the annual luncheon in the
Denver Crime Lab immediately following the formal ceremony. The Blue Hat
Foundation and the Denver Police Foundation provided the sandwiches from
Papa Johns.The distribution of the lunches was handled by DPD VIPS
members and Denver Police Outreach District 2 and 3 Director Christie
Mochoruk. Christie also set up a symbolic fallen officer table at the lunch which
was very rich in meaning. During the program she explained what each item
meant and the important tradition it represents.

Recognizing the O’Hayre Family

Former Denver District Attorney Mitch Morrissey was the Master of Ceremonies
for the lunch. The O’Hayre family was honored for their over 200 years of law
enforcement service to the citizens of the City and County of Denver. Members
of the O’Hayre family recognized included William and Paul who both joined in
the 1950’s. Former Division Chief Dan O’Hayre, Detective Kelly O’Hayre,
Detective Cari O’Hayre, Dan O’Hayre Jr. and new recruit Erin O’Hayre were all
mentioned in the proclamation. Additionally former Deputy Chief David
Quinones and Commander Paul Jimenez who are both married into the family
were also recognized. Former Denver Division Chief Dan O’Hayre accepted the
honor on behalf of the family.

Recognizing the Leadership of the Denver Police
Protective Association

Denver Police Technician and PPA Treasurer, Frank Kerber along with Denver
Police Chief Ron Thomas presented 250/150 Anniversary badges to recognize
the outstanding and significant contributions of former PPA President Tyson
Worrell and former Vice President Bryan O’Neil. Both men provided outstanding
leadership during their many years of service to the men and women of the
Denver Police Department. Their efforts during the latest contract negotiation
resulted in record breaking salary increases for Denver Police Officers. In
addition, their many hours of service helping officers during personal challenges
and tragedies cannot be overstated. We salute their many years of volunteer
service!

Outstanding Volunteer Service

The Museum took the opportunity to recognize former Denver Police Civilian
Employee Jeannie Springer who has managed two major Denver Police
Museum projects; The Colorado Rockies free ticket program and the 250/150
commemorative badge program. She has masterfully managed both programs
ensuring officers and their families receive the free baseball tickets and that
badge orders are efficiently processed with Sun Badge Corporation. This
recognition was long overdue.

78 Boots
Saluting Denver’s 78 Fallen Denver Police Officers

At the conclusion of the luncheon, former Denver Police Vice Narcotics
Detective Stan Baker and Museum President Mike Hesse unveiled a song titled
78 Boots. The Museum plans to incorporate the song in the upcoming podcasts
the Museum is planning this fall. We were particularly honored to have former
Army Iraq Afghanistan solider Ken Legnon transform the words and into a
meaningful song to salute Denver’s 78 fallen officers.

Become a Member

Your contribution directly supports the Museum’s
educational programs, community outreach exhibits

and preservation of our historical collections.
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